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	CRC / WCNCB Meeting – 2004/05/28 (Jonkershoek)
	


1.0 Attendance List

	Name
	Cell #
	
	Email

	Pierre Joubert
	0845562007
	CRC
	ejoubert@mweb.co.za

	Dr Ernst Baard
	0824140424
	WCNCB
	baarde@cncjnk.wcape.gov.za

	Deon Hignett
	0723913269
	WCNCB
	Dhignett@pawc.wcape.gov.za

	Zirk MacKay
	0824680371
	CRC
	zirkmackay@mweb.co.za

	Marcel Witberg
	0827847314
	CRC
	witbergm@telkom.co.za



Apologies

	Name
	Cell #
	
	Email

	Gary Fryer
	0826394310
	CRC
	fryer@fairmont.co.za

	Francois Lourense
	0835552938
	CRC
	Flourens@ananzi.co.za

	Tracy Dawson
	0824148292
	CRC
	may@gin.co.za

	Deon Van Zyl
	0834446983
	CRC
	g_vanzyl@mweb.co.za

	Alan Levin
	0826008181
	CRC
	alevin@pawc.wcape.gov.za

	Chris De Koker
	0823236453
	CRC
	

	Gary Keyser
	0828902194
	CRC
	gary@intabatech.com


2.0 Opening & Welcome
Dr Baard opened the meeting and welcomed all present.  

3.0 Amendment to the previous minutes

There were no amendments to the minutes dated 2004/03/12.

4.0 Frequency of CRC/WCNCB Meetings

Deon requested that the meetings get scheduled for every 4 months instead of every 2 months, as the present meetings are dealing with issues and feedback that can be provided electronically. He said that the agenda hasn’t changed much since the meetings first started. After much debate it was decided that this could work but the CRC committee requested that if the need arises for whatever reason that a meeting gets arranged so that an issue and / or problem being tabled could be addressed. All agreed to give it a try.

5.0 Progress on Cape Nature Conservation Board Strategy Document.

Dr Baard reported that the status quo, regarding the WC’s strategy document remains. The document is in the process of being circulating internally within the WCNCB for comments. 

Deon reported that the Bio Diversity Bill is still lying on the Presidents desk awaiting his signature. He will keep the CRC informed wrt any progress.

· To see progress on the Bio-Diversity Bill - http://www.pmg.org.za/
Marcel mentioned that a request for version 2 for comments on the National Strategy document went out to all the CRC members’ 2004/04/28 with a deadline of 2004/05/21for the return of comments. There was no feedback to Zirk from the CRC members thus all assumed that the initial document would suffice for now. This will again be circulated for comments once the National Strategy document gets tabled for public participation. 

Deon mentioned that Japie Theron is doing well wrt the amending of the Ordinance and added that this will be a lengthy process, as it needs to be aligned with the Bio-Diversity Bill. Dr Baard then added that the 1st internal session has happened already and progress is being made. This will be distributed to the CRC and for public comment once it has been finalized. 

Action Steps

1. WCNCB – Deon to provide feedback as and when things happen regarding the following:

a. Bio Diversity Bill

b. National Strategy Report

c. WC Strategy Report

d. WC Ordinance

6.0 Provisional list - What has been done to date (Phase 1 & 2)

Dr Baard tabled the reply to the first provisional list tabled by the CRC consisting 278 species of reptiles. Dr Baard explained to the committee that the criteria used was as follows and provided an example (See Appendix G).

· The geographical origin of the taxa

· The general life history and habitat requirements of the different taxa

· The general similarity to SA of the climatic zone of origin

· The taxonomic relationship(s) to local taxa, and

· Whether or not this taxon is known to have become an invader elsewhere

Dr Aaron Bauer, USA, DR Michael Cunningham, Univ. Pretoria, Dr Adrian Armstrong, KZN Wildlife and Mr. Rod Douglas, National Museum, Bloemfontein tested the filter used in the example.

The list tabled by Dr Baard was in a hard copy format and Dr Baard will convert it to soft copy and forward this to Marcel.

The CRC then tabled an additional 204 species to bring the total species count to 482. This was also tabled in a hard copy format. It was then suggested that once Dr Baard sent the soft copy of phase 1, Marcel would combined all the lists and forward the updated list to all concerned.

Once the list had been combined, the CRC would prioritize the “Gray” list and start with a “mini-study” why the species should be “white” listed or agree with the call made by the WCNCB. Once this is done the discussion between the CRC and the WCNCB regarding species will start. In turn the WCNCB will start with the 204 additional species tabled.

Summary of species tabled (Phase 1 & 2)

	Date Submitted
	Lizard
	Snake
	Terrapin
	Tortoise
	Turtle
	Grand Total

	2004/03/12
	34
	202
	16
	21
	5
	278

	2004/05/28
	13
	191
	 
	 
	 
	204

	Grand Total
	47
	393
	16
	21
	5
	482


	CRC
	Lizard
	Snake
	Terrapin
	Tortoise
	Turtle
	Grand Total

	Black
	 
	1
	2
	 
	 
	3

	Gray
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5
	5

	White
	47
	392
	14
	21
	 
	474

	Grand Total
	47
	393
	16
	21
	5
	482


Dr Baard then reemphasized that only once the CEO has approved the final list of species can it be used as a working document. In short the provisional list is deemed to be work-in-progress and not suitable or ready for distribution. If by chance the list is circulated without the consent of both the WCNCB and the CRC committee then the WCNCB and the CRC’s committee will still regard this as a non-workable document until the CEO approves the document. The status of the work-in-progress is as follows:

Work-in-progress: Provisional List
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Dr Baard and Deon then closed off this agenda topic by saying that all applications will still be processed as per usual until the working document has been concluded.

Action Steps

1. Dr Baard to forward a soft copy of the updated list from phase 1 to Marcel.
2. Marcel to combine the CRC “Phase 1” list, the WCNCB “Phase 1” list and the newly tabled CRC “Phase 2” list. Once combined a soft copy needs to be forwarded to all concerned.

3. CRC to start with the next batch of species to be added to the list.

4. WCNCB to start processing the 2nd list tabled. Dr Baard to be provided feedback at the next CRC/WCNCB meeting.

7.0 Educational shows / talks – Specimens and permits? and the Catch-&-Release specimens to be used for educational shows

The CRC reported that the CRC’s marketing sub-committee hasn’t been finalized yet so a list of club member names can’t be forwarded to the WCNCB yet. The CRC committee then requested if there is a possibility of using catch-&-release species for educational shows, as it wasn’t always easy to get certain specimens to do shows with. Deon and Dr Baard responded by saying that this compromises the intent of the catch-&-release permit. The main aim is to catch / remove problem snakes and to release then as soon as possible so as to minimize the stress the reptile goes through.

Deon mentioned that he has no problem with the Educational show permit and will issue this as soon as the CRC sends him the names of the members and species as discussed in the previous minutes. He added that, the permit application needs to reflect where the educational shows will be held. E.g. within the Western Cape metropolitan area at any venue excluding shopping malls, what specimens are going to be used and where are we getting them etc.

Deon then suggested that the CRC could table a proposal for the possibility of obtaining wild caught species that couldn’t be obtained from private collectors for educational shows. These species will then belong to the CRC. The proposal needs to highlight and discuss all the issues regarding these wild caught specimens. E.g.

· What specimens can we get and where can we get them, and what species are required from the wild.

· Only people with catch-&-release permits can go and catch the wanted specimens

· Breeding – What happens to the off-spring (Auction to club members only, used as prizes for competitions etc)

· Housing and feeding

· Etc etc etc

Dr Baard and Deon still think this is a great initiative and that the WCNCB would support it within the legal framework and after the above mentioned proposal is tabled and accepted. 

Action Steps

1. CRC to forward a list of species names & club member names to Deon for the issuing of the show permit for the CRC. (Carried Over)
2. CRC to table a proposal regarding wild caught specimens that can’t be obtained from private collectors.
8.0 How can somebody become legal (Exotic / Endemic)

The CRC committee has been asked on more that one occasion by its members the question “How can somebody become legal?” Deon responded that each application within reason would be treated on its own merit. The individual can send in these applications personally to the WCNCB or they could be routed the application via the CRC’s committee (CRC members only) with the valid application form, affidavit/s, statement/s and proof of payment to the WCNCB. The CRC committee will then discuss and assess the application and then forward their recommendation to the WCNCB regarding the request.

Deon also mentioned that Australia has gone through a whole process of amnesty (See appendix F). He said that the WCNCB is requesting feedback from then on how their success rate was and where the pitfalls were. He will provide feedback at the next meeting.

Action Steps

WCNCB – Deon to provide monthly feedback on the progress of the amnesty investigation.

9.0 Clarity regarding email from Dr Baard

The CRC committee requested clarity on the email sent to Marcel and Pierre (See appendix A). Dr Baard responded by saying that the main aim of the email was to highlight that he doesn’t operate with any hidden agendas and that he operates within certain personal and professional ethics and protocols. He basically requested the CRC and the CRC’s committee to understand that he is a professional person and that he makes professional assessments and recommendations based on his experience and on his scientific knowledge and that he is objective with all the assessments made. He also mentioned that he is open to his assessments being tested and/or questioned as he realizes that there is a vast knowledge base of herpetofauna within the captive breeders and collectors community, but stressed that his motives behind the assessments remains objective and professional and doesn’t like this to be questioned. 

Pierre thanked him for this and assured him that the CRC committee has a better understanding regarding the email and respected him for his professional and objective approach towards assessments.

10.0 General

10.1 Marcel mentioned that Deon provided formal comments / answers on the new tariff increases, new fees & new permit system on 2004/03/12 which was distributed to all the CRC members 2004/03/31. (See appendix B)

10.2 The 2-day workshop agenda item has been taken off the minutes. It will be reintroduced at a later stage.   

10.3 Margo requested Deon to investigate and to comment on the proposed books of permits for breeders and dealers. (Carried Over)
10.4 The CRC tabled the following question. “How can the club get involved with the survey on amphibians and reptiles in the Cederberg area?” – Dr Baard responded by saying that there is a document circulating (See appendix D) which highlights how one can get involved with the Cederberg project. Another avenue would be to go to the following web address:

· www.capenature.org.za/cederbergproject
In short anybody anywhere can take photos of the respective herpetofauna and send it to him stating the date, time of day, the locality (preferably coordinates) where the specimen is found and any other applicable information you can provide. This information, with your name will be forwarded to the national database to be captured.

10.5 Dr Baard and Deon tabled the following for distribution:

· 5th World Congress of Herpetology, Stellenbosch, June 20-24, 2005  (See appendix C)

· Herpetological Association of Africa 2004 Conference (See appendix E)

11.0 Closure

Dr Baard closed the meeting and thanked all for attending.

12.0 Next Meeting CRC/WCNCB

Venue

:
JonkersHoek (Scientific Services Tea Room).

Date 

:
2004/09/17 (tentative)

Time

:
14h00 – 16h00 
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	CRC / WCNCB Meeting – 2004/03/12 (Dr Baard)
	


-----Original Message-----

From: Ernst Baard [mailto:baarde@cncjnk.wcape.gov.za]

Sent: 23 March 2004 16:13

To: Marcel Witberg (M); ejoubert@mweb.co.za

Cc: witbergm@absamail.co.za; Deon Hignett; wilke@yebo.co.za; Zirk Mackay

Subject: RE: Draft Minutes - 2004/03/12
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Beste Marcel en Pierre

Die notule is aanvaarbaar en ons kan volstaan daarby. Tegnies egter,is dit WCNCB en nie net CNCB nie.
Een ding wat my egter 'n bietjie pla, is die feit dat die laaste twee vergaderings vasgehaak het by debatte (en tot 'n mate argumente) oor wie dit nou eintlik is wat besluite neem en aanbevelings maak oor uitheemse spesies, hoe presies die proses verloop, watter inligting gebruik word en tot 'n mate die wyse bevraagteken waarop WCNCB (by name myself) die aansoeke beoordeel. Dit mag egter bloot my persepsie wees. My reaksie hierop is dat ek beslis nie 'n wêreldkenner op hierdie gebied is nie, maar met 21 jaar se ondervinding in herpetologiese natuurbewaring en 'n soliede biologies-wetenskaplike basis waarop ek staan, glo ek dat ek heeltemal in staat is om sekere objektiewe bevindinge en aanbevelings in hierdie verband te kan maak. Soos enige wetenskaplike, glo ek egter dat enige van my bevindinge en aanbevelings toetsbaar is en behoort te wees, maar ek vra begrip en aanvaarding deur die CRC dat ek my gedagtes en kennis objektief toepas en nie met enige verskuilde agenda opereer nie – dis beslis nie my styl nie. Indien my motiewe in hierdie verband enigsins bevraagteken word, neem ek eksepsie. Ek glo egter dat ons 'n goeie ding hier beet het met ons gereelde byeenkomste en sou dit graag positief en konstruktief wou hou. 

Groete

Ernst Baard

APPENDIX B
1. Member does not understand how changes will affect him, and is not satisfied with comment of “new format” and “slight changes”. Please indicate what license format changes are and why?

The changes will, for all practical intents and purposes, not affect your members at all. CNC has purchased a permit program in line with several other Provinces.  This permit program uses different “templates” to the previous permit format, now no longer in use, for all permits, licences and certificates.  Changes are primarily, if not solely, cosmetic (i.e. the permits simply “look” different).  The only other slight changes are that the application forms have had minor amendments brought to them, concerning information requested (e.g. the applicant’s ID number is now mandatory for all applications).  As and when members make application for permits and receive permits the “new format” and “slight changes” will become evident to them and it will also become equally evident that the new format of permits and the slight changes to both the application forms and the permits will have little, if any, affect on your members.

2. Member expresses extreme dissatisfaction at the “seeming attempt at extortion” by the charging of an “extra R50 for prompt service”.

There is no attempt whatsoever by CNC to force, coerce or intimidate any of your members to take advantage of this new express service that we offer, which is entirely optional and voluntary.  As per the norm all applications will be processed as promptly as possible.  However, should a client desire to have his application processed quicker than the norm then he is free to pay for this extra service.  Should a client not wish to take advantage of this service then their application will still be processed as quickly as possible.  For the permit section to process express service applications may require a staff member to work overtime or to use a courier service instead of normal postal service and we aim to recover these costs via the “express service” fee.  Again, I must stress that the use of this service is entirely optional and your members are free to use it or not to use it at their discretion. Members should perhaps regard this service as akin to the various express service fees offered by the post office, which everyone is free to use… or not to use.

3. I suggest it is high time people are required to apply for captivity permits for cats and dogs, as other than feral human beings, there is no greater threat to nature conservation and biodiversity.

Our legal mandate only stretches as far as wild animals, which domesticated animals (i.e. dogs, cats, cows, chickens etc.) are not seen as and thus do not require a permit in terms of our Ordinance.

4. WCNCB did not invite public involvement in the initial development of the fee system. Member demands an explanation of the original proposal before even considering future increases.

There was no public involvement required nor was there any invited as legally we are not required to do so and we saw no reason for such an exercise.  When CNC split from the provincial government and became a statutory board we simply had to generate income as a matter of priority or perish. Permits, along with a myriad of other services provided by CNC, could no longer be issued free of charge.  This concept of “user pays” is pretty much universally accepted and it was from that platform that CNC implemented a nominal administration fee of R50 per application for Ordinance permits. To enter into process of broad public participation would have ultimately achieved very little.  Such an exercise would have in all likelihood have been to the detriment of all concerned as it would have slowed the process of issuing permits and generating income down dramatically and would have become an administrative nightmare. One cannot consult all the people all the time. Our client base basically includes everyone in the country and not just those clients that keep snakes on permit.  As with other areas where fees are initiated or increased for a similar service (i.e. TV licences, recreational rock lobster permits, petrol price increases etc) rarely, if ever, is the public at large consulted.  As far as CNC fees (new, current and proposed) there is no single body that represents our entire client-base.  So whom exactly would we have approached for public comment at the risk of excluding others and run the risk of being accused of being exclusionary?  This year, however, in an effort to involve our client base, we have broadcast an information document informing as many of our clients as possible of the proposed and new tariffs and fees and we feel that your member should perhaps concentrate his attention on these new and proposed fees and not those that have already been implemented and accepted by all concerned.

5. What is the normal service level of agreement (time duration) for the issuing of a transport permit and a captivity permit?

The permit section of CNC does not currently have a service level agreement with any of our clients, but does endeavour to process all applications, which are solely processed by Head Office’s permit section (i.e. where no other party or outside office needs to be consulted before the permit can be issued) within 5 – 10 working days. Captivity permit applications need to be referred to a business unit office for inspection and report and this process can add anything from a few weeks to a few months to the process.  For clients with unusually large amounts of animals in captivity (i.e. zoos) such applications can (and usually do) take even longer!

6. If the CNCB makes a mistake on the issued permit does that individual get a R50 credit for their mistake? If the CNCB takes too long to issue the permit, does the individual get a R50 credit? As far as I’m concerned, we are all human and we do make mistakes thus I find it totally unfair to let the public pay for mistakes and the CNCB does not get penalized. 

If a mistake is discovered on a permit that deviates fundamentally from what was applied for (i.e. an import application resulted in an export permit or a Corn Snake application resulted in a Ball Python permit) then that permit holder should not use the permit (it is invalid) and must bring the error to the attention of the issuing official as soon as possible so that a new (correct) permit can be issued.  This new permit will obviously be issued free of charge. The applicant will thus not get a credit or a refund, as he/she will still, at the end of the day, get the permit that they originally applied and paid for.  An individual will not get a credit or refund for applications that take “too long”.

The perceived feeling about this announcement is:

1. General acceptance of a “charge for service”.

2. Concept of charging more for “express service” is absolutely unacceptable.

As mentioned above, this service will not be forced on anyone and the use thereof is entirely voluntary.  Those members that find it unacceptable are free not to utilise it.

3. The “extras” over and above the annual fee defeats the whole purpose of a one-off annual payment. Dealers save time and trouble by paying an annual fee and then “forgetting it”. Having to go to the bank for an “express service” payment or an “extension on expiry date” is just not worth the trouble. Stop splitting hairs.

The one-off annual fee was implemented to avoid the hassle for our more regular clients of having to go, daily in some cases, to the bank or online to deposit R50 for each and every application made.  This annual fee in fact, does also lead to considerable savings (in time and money) by those that choose to utilise it.  And, like the “express service” fee, is enjoyed at the discretion of our clients (i.e. they are free to take advantage of it or pay the admin fee per application).  The advantages for dealers paying the annual fee are still quite clear over and above whatever other services CNC offer.  Should one of our clients who have paid the annual fee wish to take further advantage of the “express service” fee for a specific application, then they are free to do so, but at a cost to the same value of that application.  Those clients (including the annual fee payers) who do not view this service as worth the trouble are free to not utilise it.

4. The proposed increase in 2005 will be vigorously opposed. Administrative fees will double the cost of the more popular reptiles, which accounts for the majority of the “pet trade”. The public resent the arbitrary levying of fees, by a company holding the monopoly in its field, for an unwanted service.

There is as yet no formal proposal to increase the application fees for 2005/2006  and we cannot speculate what these fees will be .  As the costs, services and material that CNC utilises increase, as inflation is prone to do, so will our fees be increased.  At the beginning of the next financial year (2005/2006), the R50 admin fee would have been in place and unchanged for two full financial years and a new fee structure or an increase is quite likely.  We will, as we have done this year, endeavour to keep the CRC and its members fully informed as to any new and proposed fees or fee increases.
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	CRC / WCNCB Meeting – 2004/03/12 (Dr Baard)
	


5th World Congress of Herpetology, Stellenbosch, June 20-24, 2005

2005 5th WORLD CONGRESS OF HERPETOLOGY NOW AT UNIVERSITY OF STELLENBOSCH, SOUTH AFRICA, 20-24 JUNE
Dear All

I would like to confirm the latest date and venue for the Fifth World Congress of Herpetology at the Conservatorium for Music, Stellenbosch University Campus, Stellenbosch on 20-24 June 2005. Please assist the committee in spreading these news to your friends and colleagues. The Congress was originally scheduled for November 2005 in Cape Town, but budgetary constraints forced us to move it forward to September 2005 at Stellenbosch. Again, the unavailability of bulk, economic accommodation forced us to move the Congress yet further ahead to June. These dates and the venue, as well as the accommodation, have now been accepted and confirmed by the WCH Secretariat.

The Local Organising Committee will meet soon with the congress organizer to start placing final arrangements in place, but in the mean time I am sending you this email to confirm the above. I have a Powerpoint presentation of approx. 3,4 Mb which I can send you if your servers can handle the size. If not, I am prepraring a less bulky presentation. We are preparing a formal First Announcement and Call for Papers which will be kindly hosted by the HAA webmaster - keep visiting the website for updates. 

Please don't hesitate to call me, or email me if you need more information.

The registration fee has not been finalised, but will be in line and compatible with other locally-hosted international conferences.

Kind regards

Ernst
APPENDIX D
	Cape Reptile Club
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	CRC / WCNCB Meeting – 2004/05/31 (Dahné du Toit)
	


Survey of Cederberg Amphibians and Reptiles
-----Original Message-----
From: Dahné du Toit [mailto:dadutoit@sun.ac.za]
Sent: 31 May 2004 11:18
To: ejoubert@mweb.co.za; gary@intabatech.com; Marcel Witberg (M); may@gin.co.za; fryer@fairmont.co.za; alan@futureperfect.co.za
Subject: Survey of Cederberg Amphibians and Reptiles
Importance: High
To Whom it may consern:
 
Request to link website
 
The University of Stellenbosch, in association with Cape Nature Conservation, SANParks, Northern Cape Nature Conservation and the Mountain Club of SA, has recently launched a three-year project concerning the effective conservation of amphibians and reptiles (herpetofauna) in the Greater Cederberg area.  One of the main aims of this project is to raise awareness of the rich biodiversity of the herpetofauna occurring in this region by getting the civil society involved in the project.  We will be conducting surveys in the whole Cederberg area, stretching from Elandsbaai in the west to the Tankwa-Karoo National Park in the east, and from Niewoudtville in the north to Ceres in the South.  But we cannot succeed without the help of the general public.  By inviting the public to submit photographs of frogs and reptiles, as well as information on where the animal was photographed, we get the public to also participate in and contribute to the project.  
 
Our website is hosted on Cape Nature Conservation’s webpage, where one will find all the information on the project, as well as an invitation to the public to submit their contributions.  We would appreciate it if you could please put a link to our webpage on your website (URL:  www.capenature.org.za/cederbergproject  ).  This would help us reach a broader public, and people visiting the Cederberg area will find that, herpetologically speaking, this is a very interesting area to visit.  
 
Please send me an e-mail if you are willing to help us. 
Thank you.
 
Dahné
 

Ms. D.A. du Toit
Project Coordinator: GCBC
Amphibian and Reptile Survey
Department of Zoology
University of Stellenbosch
Private Bag X1
Matieland
7602 
Contact information: E-mail: dadutoit@sun.ac.za
Tel: (021) 808-3228 (lab)083 925 5634 (cell) 
Website:  www.capenature.org.za/cederbergproject
APPENDIX E
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Date: 7-9 October 2004 

Venue: Bayworld, Port Elizabeth, South Africa 

Organiser: Bill Branch 

· More information and updates will be posted in the near future. Address all enquiries to Bill Branch  (bitis@telkomsa.net)

· If you have any comments, questions, or suggestions, please send them to Martin Whiting (martin@gecko.biol.wits.ac.za)

· Hosted by Sun Site, Southern Africa (http://sunsite.wits.ac.za/)
Last updated: May 24, 2004

http://www.wits.ac.za/haa/2004conf.htm

SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT

7TH HAA SYMPOSIUM

Bayworld, Port Elizabeth

7th-9th October 2004

Organiser:
Bill Branch, Bayworld, Port Elizabeth (bitis@telkomsa.net)

IMPORTANT NOTICE

In order to keep registration fees as low as feasible the venue and dates of the Symposium have been slightly modified. The venue for lectures and functions has been changed to Bayworld (formerly Port Elizabeth Museum) and the dates have been put back one day to 7-9th October. Accommodation at Pine Lodge will still be available.

Call for Papers and Posters

Delegates wishing to present talks or display posters should contact the organizer with their proposed titles as soon as possible (latest 30th June 2004). A maximum of 9 sessions for a total of 40 talks can be accommodated. Talks may cover any aspect of herpetology, although preference will given to those on Africa, or those with direct relevance to its herpetofauna. Authors are encouraged to submit as soon as possible. An award will be made for the best Student oral presentation, with a smaller award for the best Student poster presentation. Such works must be original and not presented elsewhere. Groups of authors working on a related theme may wish to hold a ‘mini-symposium’ within the meeting. They should select a Chair and appropriate Session title, and send a group submission of titles grouped and sequenced according to their wishes. Abstracts, limited to 250 words and using the standardized format (see HAA web page) should be submitted, preferably with title submission and certainly before 31st July 2004. 

Oral presentations will be limited to 20 minutes (15 minute talk plus 5 minutes for questions). Facilities for Slide and Powerpoint presentations will be available. The latter should be prepared on a CDRom, compatible with a laptop using Microsoft Windows PowerPoint Presentation. Use of personal laptops is disruptive and will not be permitted. 

Posters
 will be displayed during two sessions (depending upon the number of submissions), and delegates are encouraged to bring original posters summarizing their recent work. They should accompany their posters for discussion with interested viewers during the poster sessions. If demand and space permits other posters detailing earlier work by delegates will also be shown. These need not be attended by authors during the poster sessions, and will be displayed in a separate area. They may have been previously displayed at other meetings.

Registration

Place:
Bayworld, Wednesday 6th October from 15h00 – 18h00, and on Thursday 7th October from 08h00 to 09h00. 

Fees: Normal rate - R500 per HAA member 
(R600 per non-HAA members)


Student rate - R400 per HAA student 
(R450 per non-HAA student)

Daily rate - R250 per day 

(attendance only to talks).

Registration fee covers: entrance to all talks and poster sessions, Icebreaker (2 free drinks), morning and afternoon teas, conference accessories, slide show and auction (but not daily lunches or banquet, see below). 

Airport Shuttle

Port Elizabeth airport is situated close (2-3km) to the beachfront and Bayworld. If there is sufficient demand from delegates flying into and out of Port Elizabeth a shuttle may be made available. Delegates should note their requirements on the registration form (see below). An appropriate fee of R15 pp per trip will be charged.

Accommodation

A limited number (20) of self-contained chalets capable of sleeping 4 people (in one bedroom) have been provisionally reserved at Pine Lodge. Each chalet costs R341 per night for single occupancy. Multiple occupancy costs: two people, R198.00 pp; three people R150.00 pp; four people R104.00 pp. Delegates are responsible for their own bookings. Other accommodation may be available on site: bookings and queries should be directed to Pine Lodge (plodge@iafrica.com). More information on the venue can be obtained at www.pinelodge.co.za. A Hotel Formula 1 is situated next to Bayworld, with accommodation at R209 per room per night – 1, 2 or 3 guests. See www.hotelformula1.co.za. Numerous other hotels, lodges, B&Bs occur in the region and can be accessed via Port Elizabeth Tourism.

Eating 

A multitude of pubs, cafes, restaurants and fast food outlets, of varying cost and quality, occur in the beachfront region with at least 10 within 100m of Bayworld. Only morning (with muffins) and afternoon tea will be served in Bayworld (and included in registration fee). All other meals are at delegate’s expense. 

Social Functions

A social function will occur on each night of the meeting. An Icebreaker will be held at Bayworld on the evening of Wednesday 6th October for early delegates, commencing at 18h00. A series of informal slide shows will be held on the evening of Thursday 7th October. These will be preceded by an Auction of donated herpetological literature and memorabilia. A final conference banquet will be held at Bayworld on the evening of Friday 8th October. A separate fee of R80 is payable for the banquet and should be added to the registration fee.

Auction of Herpetological publications and memorabilia 

To raise funds for the HAA, and to foster dialogue and interchange between the delegates, a light-hearted auction of donated material will occur before the slide show on Thursday 7th October. The success of this innovation will depend upon the support of the African herpetological community. Delegates with suitable surplus material (i.e. stuff that retains scientific worth and value !) are encouraged to hand it to the Organiser at the beginning of the meeting (or forward earlier). Material may include scientific and popular literature, photographs, art and craft with a herpetological theme, autographed papers or letters from distinguished herpetologists, T shirts, etc, etc. If requested by the donor, the auction of specific material can be restricted to students or neophytes. All proceeds will go to HAA funds for use in special projects. Unsold material can be returned to delegates, held over for future auction, or donated to the local Port Elizabeth Herpetological club.

Advice for International delegates

Visas:
As for all international travel, visitors to South Africa are required to be in possession of valid passports. Travelers from certain countries also need a visa, and you are advised to contact your local travel agent regarding these requirements.

Currency: The South African Rand (R) fluctuates against other currencies, but is currently valued between R6-7 per US$, R8-9 per Euro, and R11-12 per UK£ 

Health:
No special health or immunization precautions are required when visiting the Eastern Cape, and Port Elizabeth is a malaria-free zone.

Insurance: It is advisable to take out comprehensive travel insurance for the duration of your stay in South Africa.

Security: Port Elizabeth is relatively crime free, but care should be taken in the beachfront area at night if walking alone. 
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Australians warned to hand in illegal reptiles

Australians who own exotic reptiles have just eight weeks to voluntarily surrender their animals to protect our environment under a new national amnesty. 

Launched at Melbourne Zoo by Australian Minister for the Environment and Heritage, Dr David Kemp, the National Exotic Reptile Amnesty is a joint project with all States and Territories, beginning tomorrow and running through until 24 May 2004. 

The possession of illegally imported exotic reptiles is an offence under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999 . Illegal possession can incur up to 5 years in prison and/or a fine of up to $110 000.

“This amnesty is not about licensing the keeping of exotic reptiles, it is about reducing the number of illegal exotic reptiles privately owned in Australia. The lack of anti-venene for venomous species makes some exotic reptiles an extreme risk to humans, and they can become pests or carry diseases which devastate our unique flora and fauna,” Dr Kemp said. 

“Efforts will be made to place the surrendered reptiles with zoos and other institutions where they can be used for educational or conservation purposes. Reptiles that cannot be placed will be subject to humane euthanasia in accordance with best practice animal welfare. 

“Exotic reptiles should not be released into the wild as this could lead to the death of the animal from exposure and starvation, or the introduction of new diseases or pests. Surrendering exotic reptiles is the responsible thing to do.” 

Most privately owned exotic reptiles in Australia are usually illegally imported or are the offspring of illegally imported animals. People who voluntarily surrender their exotic reptiles to authorized officers during the amnesty can remain anonymous and will not be prosecuted for possession, unless a serious degree of criminality is indicated. 

“The amnesty is not intended to protect people who have intentionally broken the law, but those who have inadvertently done so. While most people know that importing an animal without permission is illegal, many are unaware that owning illegally imported animals is also an offence, even if they did not import the animal themselves,” Dr Kemp said. 

“Australia has some of the world's strictest environment protection laws in the world, but despite our best efforts, some exotic animals are still illegally smuggled into Australia and people who purchase illegally imported exotic animals encourage this trade. 

“Wildlife smuggling involves sophisticated operations, with networks of harvesters, propagators, keepers, breeders, and transporters operating across national and international borders. It is a notoriously cruel business and smuggled animals suffer stress, dehydration, or starvation, while many die in transit. 

“We are committed to stamping out the illegal trade in exotic reptiles and after the amnesty, authorities will be cracking down on illegal possession, so not taking advantage of the amnesty will greatly increase the risk of prosecution in the future.” 

For more information on the amnesty or to find out how to surrender an exotic reptile call 1800 684 447 or visit www.deh.gov.au/exoticanimalguide/amnesty/. High resolution images are also available from the above web site.

Impact of exotic reptiles - fact sheet

Exotic reptiles can have a devastating impact on the Australian environment and public. 

Exotic reptiles can bring diseases into Australia, which can spread to wild populations with harmful consequences to our native species who have no built-in immunity. For example, the Inclusion Body Disease, which occurs mostly in pythons and boas, manifests itself with paralysis, inability to strike or constrict, extreme weight loss and respiratory infections. It is highly contagious, untreatable and always fatal. 

Venomous exotic reptiles can also be a serious threat to humans. While bites are likely to happen, no matter how competent the handler, there are significant problems in treating venomous exotic reptiles bites. Australian medical staff are generally untrained in, and lack medical knowledge of the effects of exotic reptiles bites. Antivenene is species-specific and often scarce, and identification of the exotic species is difficult. This means that bites from exotic species, which can cause loss of limb and sometimes death, are often untreatable. 

The Australian climate is optimal for many exotic reptiles, and if they escape, or their owners tire of looking after them and release them, exotic reptiles can establish themselves in the wild and become pests themselves. Introduced pests such as rabbits and cane toads already cost millions each year and are the cause of serious harm to the environment and native species. Some exotic reptile species threaten native species with their aggressiveness and ability to out-compete and displace native species from their natural environment. Once established, it is very difficult to eradicate feral populations of exotic animals. 

The Pond Slider Turtle (including the Red-eared Slider Turtle, which is rated as one of the worst 100 feral invaders around the world by the World Conservation Union) is an example of an exotic reptile with established localised feral populations in the Australian bush. It is believed the Pond Slider Turtle, which grows to about 30 centimetres and can live to 40 years, was released into the wild and while native turtles and small fish often live in farm dams, they are completely absent in dams where populations of the Pond Slider Turtle are established. 

It is an offence under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 to be in possession of an illegally imported exotic reptile (or its offspring). The penalty for illegal possession is imprisonment of up to 5 years and/or a fine of up to $110 000. 
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Memorandum

DATUM/DATE: 28 May 2004
VERW. / REF.: JNO 1/10/3A

Mr Deon Hignett
Permit Office
WCNCB

Dear Deon

PERMIT APPLICATION TO IMPORT REPTILES FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES: | -
]

In considering this application, this office has applied the following principles and has made use of
the following “protocol” to reach an informed recommendation regarding the import of the
requested taxa:




[image: image7.jpg]the geograhical origin of the taxa,

the general life history and habitat requirements of the different taxa,

the general similarity to SA of the climatic zone of origin,

the taxonomic relationship(s) to local taxa, and

whether or not this taxon is known to have become an invader elsewhere.

In order to test the “filter” and the underlying principles that are applied, | contacted several of my
colleagues in herpetology and requested their consideration of this application and asked them to
give me an opinion on whether these taxa would pose a possible invasive threat to the Western
Cape and South Africa in general.

| had responses from Dr Aaron Bauer, USA, Dr Michael Cunningham, Univ. Pretoria, Dr Adrian
Armstrong, KZN Wildlife and Mr Rod Douglas, National Museum, Bloemfontein

First, Madagascar day geckoes are tropical animals from moist-warm habitats and would not
survive the general Western Cape and South African climate, although they may be able to survive
in little pockets of habitat in sheltered environments (for example the Knysna forests?). Western
Cape winters however, would prevent them from breeding, but they may be able to survive in
KwaZulu-Natal, for example. On the other hand, we have Hemidactylus mabouia, a semi-tropical
West African invader in the Western Cape (and half of the world), as well as a recent semi-tropical
“indigenous invader” in the form of the painted reed frog Hyperolius marmoratus and one would
have to approach this with caution?

Secondly, basilisks are iguanids from Latin America and live in tropical to semi-tropical wet, moist
and dry forests. They live in dense riparian vegetation along the margin of practically any body of
water. This taxon has recently been successfully established in Florida, USA. Basilisks probably
do not pose a high risk to the Western Cape, since they are also cold-sensitive, but would be able
to survive in more semi-tropical areas such as the southern Cape and elsewhere. Thus, the
question remains to what extent can one control the interprovincial movement of these animals
once they are freely available on the pet market.
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Eastern water dragons — Agamid lizards, living along waterways in Australia. They occur
throughout Australia in urban areas, freshwater habitats, forests, woodlands and grasslands.
These animals are very hardy and resourceful and do well in small places like city parks in Sydney.
They would be able to survive in most regions within the Western Cape and would be likely to
thrive in and around Cape Town and elsewehere. This taxon would pose an unacceptable
potential risk for invasion.

Bearded lizards — Agamid lizards, with Pogona barbata found in wetter, wooded areas in Eastern
Australia, including cleared areas. Large terrestrial and semi-arboreal lizards, commonly seen in
open woodlands, other species more semi-deserts to deserts, preferring arid climates. P. barbata
common in recently-burned areas around Sydney. This taxon would be at home throughout most
of the Western Cape and elsewhere and would successfully be able to establish itself here. Both
bearded lizards and water dragons are common garden fauna in suburban backyards in Australia.
This taxon would pose an unacceptable potential risk for invasion.

In any risk assessment undertaken to establish a taxon's invasive potential, it is extremely difficult
to make an explicit recommendation whether or not the taxon definitely poses a threat, and this
certainly is not an exact science. However, other aspects of risk assessment such as potential
impact on local fauna, competition for food and other resources (like living-space), importation of
large numbers, the possible introduction-of disease must also be taken into account when one
considers these risks. The impact of climate change must also be borne in mind in terms of
habitats possibly becoming more suited to certain adaptable taxa in the long term. Also, if these
taxa are kept under reasonably controlled conditions such as at zoological institutions and reptile
parks and not traded freely, the risk would be minimised, but once these animals are traded freely,
very few, if any, controls exist to prevent escapees or released specimens reaching suitable
habitats and establishing themselves or even crossing provincial borders. | do not need to remind
anybody about the cost of invasive alien control in South Africa.




[image: image9.jpg]In this regard, | must point out the fact that conservation agencies are obliged to adopt a
precautionary approach as mandated by the Convention on Biodiversity and that all parties,
including organisations, have the “duty of care” which means that everybody should act with due
care to conserve and avoid negative impacts on biodiversity.

In conclusion, based on a) the opinions of the listed herpetologists, b) the absence of efficient inter-
provincial conservation measures, and c) applying our filter as explained above, it is my
recommendation that the applicant be allowed to import Madagascan day geckoes only, which
pose a non-significant risk of becoming invasive in the Western Cape. The other three taxa pose
an unacceptably high risk of potential invasion and should not be allowed into the Western Cape
province for commercial pet trade purposes.

Yours sincerely

Dr. EHW Baard
Bestuurder: Wetenskaplike Dienste
Manager: Scientific Services
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