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	CRC / CNCB Meeting – 2003/11/14 (Jonkershoek)
	


1.0 Attendance List

	Name
	Cell #
	
	Email

	Pierre Joubert
	0845562007
	CRC
	ejoubert@mweb.co.za

	Dr Ernst Baard
	0824140424
	CNCB
	baarde@cncjnk.wcape.gov.za

	Margo Wilke
	0824805077
	CRC
	wilke@yebo.co.za

	Deon Hignett
	0723913269
	CNCB
	Dhignett@pawc.wcape.gov.za

	Marcel Witberg
	0827847314
	CRC
	witbergm@telkom.co.za



Apologies

	Name
	Cell #
	
	Email

	Gary Fryer
	0826394310
	CRC
	fryer@fairmont.co.za

	Francois Lourense
	0835552938
	CRC
	Flourens@ananzi.co.za

	Tracy Dawson
	0824148292
	CRC
	may@gin.co.za

	Deon Van Zyl
	0834446983
	CRC
	g_vanzyl@mweb.co.za

	Alan Levin
	0826008181
	CRC
	alevin@pawc.wcape.gov.za

	Zirk MacKay
	0824680371
	CRC
	zirkmackay@mweb.co.za

	Chris De Koker
	0823236453
	CRC
	


2.0 Opening & Welcome
Dr Ernst Baard opened the meeting and welcomed all present. He thanked all that had made it and re-emphasized the importance of the meeting. 

3.0 Agenda 

Pierre Joubert briefly went through the agenda items. 

4.0 Amendment to the previous minutes

There were no amendments to the minutes dated 2003/09/05.

5.0 Introduction

Margo read the introduction to the meeting to all those that attended. The introduction was as follows:

Dr Baard, Deon, Committee Members

South Africans are all, in one way or another, affected by the prevarications of a burocracy that creates an expectation, which it is unable to achieve or enforce. When a law is enacted, it is assumed it is for the betterment of society as a whole. Not so. When that law is enacted, the capacity should exist to enforce the compliance of the public. Not so.

The goal of the CRC is to secure our hobbies’ future. Your goal, I believe, is to protect our biodiversity. With both these goals in mind, we need to work together to achieve a viable and acceptable policy. The club is attempting to encourage a legal and responsible hobby. The implication of procrastination and vacillation on that hobby and on some people’s income is resulting in everyone, around the country, becoming angry and desperate. 

NCBs need to respond rapidly with information and motivations for remaining legal, or face a complete alienation of legal hobbiests and dealers.

To paraphrase Minster Moosa, “no policy can succeed without the support of the people.” The CRC is in contact with all South African Herp clubs and ‘medias’. We can be used to enlighten, persuade and educate, but we needs a reason to do so.

I order for us to make any headway, there needs to be mutual trust and transfer of information to ensure that we can make collective progress. We hope today’s meeting will engender such a climate, but we are committed to defending our position, and unless we are included and informed throughout these processes, as is prescribed in the Bill, we will have no recourse but to seek redness in other arenas.

Pierre sketched the background of the introduction and where this standing comes from. He mentioned that a week ago a Provincial Gazette Extraordinary was published in the Gauteng Province that read as follows:

The Provence Of Gauteng

Provincial Gazette Extraordinary

Vol. 9 Pretoria. 11 September 2003  No. 373

. . . Addition of highly invasive species to schedule 6 of the Nature Conservation Ordinance in terns of section 44(2).

All exotic species of the classes of amphibians, reptiles excluding exotic snakes and mammals excluding the following species house mouse, house rat, Norwegian rat and golden hamster.

Prohibited acts wit exotic animals

44(1) No person shall – 

(a) Import into the Province or convey or set free therein a live exotic animal:

(b) Convey, keep, possess, sell, purchase, donate or receive as a donation a live exotic animal referred to in schedule 6 to this ordinance. Unless he is the holder of a permit which authorizes him to do so: provided that any such person may convey in the Province an exotic pet animal or exotic bird, excluding such animal or bird referred to in schedule 6 to this ordinance.

(2) The Administrator may be by notice in the Provincial Gazette amend, substitute or repeal schedule 6 to this ordinance.

(3) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence.

This caused many assumptions and uncertainty within the Western Cape Herpetofauna fraternity. The CRC wanted to know where the CNCB stood wrt informing and involving the CRC with any decisions, policy making, etc regarding Herpetofauna in the Western Cape. Pierre then mentioned that the Bio Diversity of the Western Cape is just as important to the CRC as it is for the CNCB. 

Marcel then provided an example of a practical assumption that could be made:

· What will happen to the eggs in incubation and the surplus of hatchlings? People will just start releasing the surplus species into the countrie’s natural environment (against the law of course), as there will be no market to sell or donate these species to, which will be detrimental to the Bio Diversity of the country and/or region.

Dr Baard and Deon said that it was the first time that they have seen or heard about the Provincial Gazette Extraordinary that was published in the Gauteng Province. Dr Baard went on to say that he re-emphasizes what he said in the 1st CRC/CNCB meeting that the CNCB are committed to communicate with the CRC on all Herpetofauna issues. He said that these meetings form a great communication channel, which is a great step forward, and we should remain objective and focused. He further said that the possible “chaos” in Gauteng was caused by the lack of healthy communication between the Gauteng Nature Conservation and the Gauteng Herpetofauna fraternities. Deon and Dr Baard mentioned, as a matter of importance to understand, that the legislation passed in Gauteng or in any other province for that matter has nothing to do with the Western Cape’s regulations.

Margo then asked what input did the CNCB have wrt the Bio Diversity Bill. Dr Baard answered by saying that the CNCB had nothing to do with the Bill except that they provided their input into the Bill from a scientific point of view. He mentioned it took 8 amendments before changes suggested by the CNCB appeared in the draft bill. Dr Baard mentioned that the provinces interpret the Bio Diversity Bill differently. This causes havoc and that is why the CNCB is waiting until government has finally approved the Bill, before acting on the draft strategy. 

Dr Baard also said that process is important and that in today’s way of business, processes and communication between the CRC and the CNCB needs to happen. He mentioned that we should learn from mistakes made by others and mistakes made in the past in the Western Cape. 

Margo and Pierre asked Dr Baard and Deon to confirm that, the CRC will be included in all processes regarding Herpetofauna in the Western Cape proactively. Both Br Baard and Deon confirmed and agreed to this. Deon then informed the committee that the amending process of the Ordinance has started (2003/11/09) and that the CRC will be involved in the process, he will keep the CRC informed.

Dr Baard asked if the CRC members present at the meeting speak on behalf of the whole club? Both Pierre and Margo said yes. 

Deon then asked Margo to clarify the statement made regarding ‘angry and desperate” as mentioned in her introduction. Margo said that this anger and desperation is derived from uncertainty. Uncertainty wrt Bio Diversity Bill, the Strategy document and the future of keepers and breeders of herpetofauna in the Western Cape. Uncertainty wrt the wanted and unwanted lists. Uncertainty wrt the legal processes etc in the Western Cape that aren’t being applied as a norm through out the province. 

6.0 Information distribution of joint CRC/CNCB minutes

Pierre asked Deon and Dr Baard to what extend do the minutes of these meetings get distributed. Dr Baard started off by saying that Deon does distribute the minutes to all concerned within the CNCB. He said that we could trust him on that. Deon mentioned that he distributes the minutes to most of the managers where the minutes would involve their business.

7.0 Progress on Cape Nature Conservation Board Strategy Document.

Dr Baard showed the committee the 1st draft document with the content adapted for the Western Cape of the proposed national strategy document. He mentioned that this document would only be published, for comment, once the Bio Diversity Bill has been passed and only when the national Strategy document from DEAT was approved. He said that the national strategy document would form the backbone of the Western Cape strategy document. Dr Baard then assured the CRC committee that the CRC would get a copy as soon as the 1st draft is published and that the document would be made as workable as possible to provide a win-win situation to all parties concerned. Dr Baard also said that they are committed to applying their minds to establish a practical and workable strategy document.

8.0 What can CNCB give the CRC and private legal individuals? 

AND What are the benefits of remaining legal?

The CRC committee asked these two questions to the CNCB. Deon responded by saying that remaining legal would benefit the CRC and individual by:

· Providing a frame work to move within the law

· Supply advice to alleviate problems, questions etc.

· Become part of a regional database for better management and control by CNCB and to disseminate information to those that require it.

· Remaining legal could prevent you going to jail

· Can trade freely and easily thus less stress.

· Etc etc etc

Deon then said it is ultimately a personal choice. He gave an example, namely: By law one needs a drivers license otherwise if you are caught without one you will be prosecuted, but ultimately it is your choice if you want to drive with or with out a drivers license. He then went on to say that we should keep in mind that the use of fauna and flora is not a right, it’s a privilege thus it would be advisable to work within the framework provided.

Dr Baard added that the CRC must understand that the CNCB must take certain stand points as a legal body as they need to protect the Bio Diversity of the Western Cape. 

Margo and Pierre then made a statement saying that nothing is happening to the illegal individuals whom the CNCB are aware of, so why remain legal? Deon responded by saying that these issues are handed over to the Law enforcement department and they have the right to confiscate animals. All then agreed that law enforcement is not capable / able to enforce where needed.

Dr Baard and Deon then mentioned that if there is any illegal activities taking place that needs to be reported, then the person to contact is Paul Geldenhuys from the ECIS (Environmental Crime Investigation Service) on his 24hr number 082 551 8312.

9.0 What are the intentions wrt the provisional list?

AND Discuss actual CNCB requirements of the provisional list.

AND Process (the way forward): Step-by-Step & with time lines

The CRC committee took a stand by saying that they will not provide a list of reptiles to the CNCB of all exotics on permits in the Western Cape. The committee took this stand in the interest of its members, as it would not be ethically to let the CNCB have a list of what it’s members own. The CNCB agreed, but were under the impression that this process was documented and agreed upon in the last minutes. Margo and Pierre agreed that it was documented but needed more clarity on the exact process and requirements for the provisional list. The process agreed upon is as follows:

Step 1

CRC to compile and provide a list to the CNCB via the CRC’s scientific committee that contains herpetofauna and indicates on the list what should be white, gray or black listed. It was pointed out that the list doesn’t have to be complete, but that a start needs to be made. Additional species will be added to the list as time goes on.

Example

	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Reptile
	Country of Origin
	Natural Habitat
	Basic Distribution
	CRC
	CNCB
	CRC /CNCB

	Stiletto Snake
	Atractaspis bibronii
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 
	 

	Common or Rhombic Egg-Eater
	Dasypeltis scabra
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 
	 

	Mole Snake
	Pseudaspis cana
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 
	 

	Two-Stripped Shovel-Snout
	Prosymna bivittata
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 
	 

	Sabi Quill-Snouted Snake
	Xenocalamus sabiensis
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	G
	 
	 

	Olive Grass Snake
	Psammophis mossambicus
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	B
	 
	 

	Angolan Garter Snake
	Elapsoidea s semiannulata
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	B
	 
	 


Step 2

The CNCB will then do there own listing according to white, gray and black and return the list to the CRC.

Example 

	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Reptile
	Country of Origin
	Natural Habitat
	Basic Distribution
	CRC
	CNCB
	CRC /CNCB

	Stiletto Snake
	Atractaspis bibronii
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	B 
	 

	Common or Rhombic Egg-Eater
	Dasypeltis scabra
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 W
	 

	Mole Snake
	Pseudaspis cana
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 G
	 

	Two-Stripped Shovel-Snout
	Prosymna bivittata
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 W
	 

	Sabi Quill-Snouted Snake
	Xenocalamus sabiensis
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	G
	 G
	 

	Olive Grass Snake
	Psammophis mossambicus
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	B
	 G
	 

	Angolan Garter Snake
	Elapsoidea s semiannulata
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	B
	 B
	 


Step 3

A list will now be formulated (As the first official list) of what are white listed, gray listed and black listed. The process will be that where both the CRC and the CNCB agree on a species falling within a certain list no further discussions will take place. However, if there is a difference then the species will be placed on a gray list. This gray list will then be discussed, debated and a mutual decision will be made to either white or black list a species. In time the gray list will get smaller and the white or black list will grow larger.

Example – White, gray and black list (Agreed upon)

	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Reptile
	Country of Origin
	Natural Habitat
	Basic Distribution
	CRC
	CNCB
	CRC /CNCB

	Common or Rhombic Egg-Eater
	Dasypeltis scabra
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 W
	 W

	Two-Stripped Shovel-Snout
	Prosymna bivittata
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 W
	 W

	Sabi Quill-Snouted Snake
	Xenocalamus sabiensis
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	G
	 G
	 G

	Angolan Garter Snake
	Elapsoidea s semiannulata
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	B
	 B
	 B


Example – Gray list (List to be actioned by the CRC/CNCB jointly)

	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	Reptile
	Country of Origin
	Natural Habitat
	Basic Distribution
	CRC
	CNCB
	CRC /CNCB

	Stiletto Snake
	Atractaspis bibronii
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	B 
	G 

	Mole Snake
	Pseudaspis cana
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	W
	 G
	 G

	Olive Grass Snake
	Psammophis mossambicus
	Snake
	 
	 
	 
	B
	 G
	 G


It was mentioned and agreed upon by both the CRC and the CNCB that this would be a living document and that each party had the right to change the agreed upon list, in consultation and agreement with each other.

10.0 2 day workshop

All agreed that this was a great idea and that various topics could be debated and communicated from both interested parties. Examples of topics would be Province hopping, Provisional lists, permit system, legislation etc. The workshop will be discussed in more detail at the next meeting early next year. By then there would have been some progress made with the provisional list and the Bio Diversity bill will hopefully have been passed by then.

11.0 General

Marcel suggested that a FAQ forum gets established between the CRC and the CNCB. This forum will be hosted on the CRC’s web site and will be advertised in the CRC’s newsletter. This forum will aid in a healthy communication channel between the CRC and the CNCB and also create a better understanding between the two parties. All accepted this. Marcel to provide feedback on the progress with regards to this at the next meeting.

12.0 Closure

Dr Baard closed the meeting and thanked all for attending.

13.0 Next Meeting CRC/CNCB

Venue

:
JonkersHoek (Scientific Services Tea Room).

Date 

:
2004/01/27 (Tentative)

Time

:
11h00 – 13h00 

Feedback

Margo Wilke

· Faxed to Margo 2003/11/18. 

· Margo faxed back with amendments and approval 2003/11/19. 

· Amendments made 2003/11/19.

Pierre Joubert

· Emailed Pierre 2003/11/18

· Pierre approved telephonically 2003/11/19.

-----Original Message-----
From: Marcel Witberg (M) 
Sent: 18 November 2003 16:06
To: 'ejoubert@mweb.co.za'
Subject: Minutes - 2003/11/14 (Draft)
Hello Pierre 

Attached plse find the minutes from the meeting held 2003/11/14 with the CNCB. Plse check and let me know if there are any changes.
Lekker aand en groete an almal
Marcel
Dr Baard / Deon Hignett

-----Original Message-----

From: 
Marcel Witberg (M)  

Sent:
19 November 2003 15:02

To:
'Deon Hignett'; baarde@cncjnk.wcape.gov.za

Cc:
'witbergm@absamail.co.za'; 'wilke@yebo.co.za'; 'ejoubert@mweb.co.za'

Subject:
Draft Minutes - 2003/11/14

Dr Baard / Deon

Attached plse find the draft minutes from the meeting held between the CRC and the CNCB. Plse read through it and forward me the amendments you wish to make before I finalise the minutes.

Many thanks

Marcel Witberg

CRC Secretary

Tel : (021) 414-1558

Cell : 082 784 7314

Fax : (021) 461-4141

witbergm@telkom.co.za
 
<< File: CRC 20031114 CNCB.doc >>

Deon Hignett


-----Original Message-----

From: Deon Hignett [mailto:Dhignett@pawc.wcape.gov.za]

Sent: 21 November 2003 14:08

To: baarde@cncjnk.wcape.gov.za; Marcel Witberg (M)

Cc: witbergm@absamail.co.za; ejoubert@mweb.co.za; wilke@yebo.co.za

Subject: Re: Draft Minutes - 2003/11/14

Dear Marcel

Firstly, I have read through the draft minutes and I have nothing to

add, them seem AOK to me.  Please let me have a copy of the final

version so that I can forward it to other CNC staff.

Secondly,  I have issued the CRC's show-and-tell exemption for the

meeting on 28/11/2003.  A copy has been faxed to 021 4614141.

Thirdly, I have tried to get to the bottom of the Gauteng's listing of

exotic reptiles and amphibians but with no joy.  All I get is voicemail,

engaged lines and "that official is on leave/on a course/out for the

day".  I have left messages and sent e-mails and as soon as I get

anything you'll be the first to know. As a matter of interest I checked

with some of the other Provinces and it seems as what Gauteng has done,

other Provinces have either already done themselves or are planning to

do!  For e.g. KZN, FS and MP have already made a similar exotic species

listings in their legislation as Gauteng has and current LP's draft is

pretty much the same.  It could be that these Provinces are preparing

themselves (provincially) for when the Biodiversity Bill is promulgated

(i.e. becomes an Act) and national listings are made. But that's just my

take on things.

Good luck with the show next week!

cheers

Deon
Dr Ernst Baard
-----Original Message-----

From: 
Marcel Witberg (M)  

Sent:
25 November 2003 09:30

To:
'baarde@cncjnk.wcape.gov.za'

Cc:
Marcel Witberg (M)

Subject:
Draft CRC Minutes - 2003/11/14

Hello Dr Baard

Just requesting some feedback regarding the draft minutes of the meeting held between the CRC and the CNCB held 2003/11/14, so that I can finalise the minutes.

Have a great day

Regards

Marcel Witberg

CRC Secretary

Tel : (021) 414-1558

Cell : 082 784 7314

Fax : (021) 461-4141

witbergm@telkom.co.za
-----Original Message-----

From: Ernst Baard [mailto:baarde@cncjnk.wcape.gov.za]

Sent: 28 November 2003 15:08

To: Marcel Witberg (M)

Cc: Deon Hignett

Subject: RE: Draft CRC Minutes - 2003/11/14

Dear Marcel

Thanks, the minutes are fine; sorry for the delay.

Ernst








































